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“Why are the arts important to my community?”

Salina
1. Kids who play music are smarter – they do better in math and science.
2. 841 full time equivalent jobs in Salina – we buy cars, we buy homes and we pay taxes.
3. The arts generate over $23 million in economic impact in Salina annually.
4. The arts help us to reflect on our lives – giving us a way to think through any problem; encourages problem solving.
5. Without public access to arts education programs, many children would not have access to those experiences such as live theatre.
6. The arts help communities define themselves and to know and explore their collective and individual stories.
7. The arts provide a basis for professional recruitment and increase quality of life.
8. The arts are one of the most cost-effective ways for us to celebrate what it means to be human. 
9. The arts help us learn a common language to empathize and sympathize with other human beings, work with them effectively.
10. The arts teach teamwork – create a balance between individuals.
11. Art saves lives. Everyone is welcome – and especially for young people, it is important to have a place where you are accepted for who you are.
12. Art defines a time and a place – illustrating our history.
13. The arts are bipartisan and have historically been viewed positively by people of all political persuasions.
14. (See 2008 Economic Prosperity indices from Salina. Salina Arts & Humanities can provide a copy.)
15. Artists should be treated as other businesses – with support from the state. Artists should be given the tools that are needed to be successful entrepreneurs.
16. Arts have a remarkable health benefit – at the beginning of life and at the end of life, the arts offer therapeutic benefits that have the potential to enrich and enhance quality of life.
17. Kansans, per capita, engage in the personal creation of art more than any other state.
