KANSAS CITIZENS FOR THE ARTS
NOTES FROM THE
STATEWIDE CAUCUS ON THE ARTS
JUNE – OCTOBER 2011
“Why are the arts important to my community?”

Lawrence
1. Economic Impact
. High skill – or quality – job opportunities
a. Arts necessary to attract high skilled (21st Century) workforce
b. Critical to rural economic development (maintaining quality of life)
c. Tourism impact, particularly with significant arts events (e.g., SITFH)
d. Arts (district) impact on local economy, downtown redevelopment
0. Culture
. Emotional argument about culture
a. What do we have from ancient culture?
b. Arts define our culture
c. Arts tell our story – about the history and future of Kansas 
0. Community Building/Quality of Life
. Arts make our community a place we want to be
a. Integral to Quality of Life and “livability” in communities
b. Arts events (e.g., First Fridays, Gallery Walks) bring people together
c. Hands-on arts events (making art) brings people together, particularly in rural areas
d. Arts connect us
e. “Creates a there here”
f. Spiritual connection/inspiration to/from the land
0. Public Need
. Arts are not for just those who can afford it/them
a. The arts are not just entertainment; the arts are a primary/core need
b. Art is like food – necessary for our survival
c. Connection between the arts and healing
0. Creativity
. Surrounded by it
a. Leads to innovation 
b. Innovation leads to prosperity
c. Creativity connects us
0. Impact on Children
. Ability to express themselves
a. Builds a future for them
b. Teaches creative thinking, problem solving, working in groups
c. Channels thinking in new paths – innovative thinking
