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“Why are the arts important to my community?”

Iola
1. Increases knowledge, appreciation and open our minds to things that we might disregard – such as, better decision making ability due to more well rounded experience
2. Connects us – as a community – and gives us a perspective that is beyond our community; Community Theatre, musical programming, Buster Keaton, 
3. Brings strangers together
4. Attracts tourists, tourism
5. Youth – music creates better learners, creativity in students, self-confidence, experience a venue with no boundaries = plus life time satisfaction
6. We are a community that offers the arts – this is a competitive advantage for Iola
7. Strong community tradition in theatre, symphony, community band, Bowlus Center = all of these define Iola
8. SE Kansas made up of small rural communities – Iola serves all of these communities, as well as those from other states.  Benefits more than just us.
