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“Why are the arts important to my community?”

Garden City
1. Makes it a better place to live, more beautiful, interesting and fun – Tumbleweed Festival, Art in the Park, Southwest Kansas Live on Stage, Garden City Arts, String Academy of the Plains
2. Unemployment crisis means we have to focus on creating/maintaining more jobs
3. Recruiting businesses requires quality of life to bring in key talent
4. Arts important to skilled, educated workforce – these workers are critical to our community – and these activities are part of recruiting
5. Some parts of our community access arts – folks who are not able to travel, leave our community – so the arts are their only window to the arts.
6. Lack of large performing arts organizations (opera, ballet, symphony) means that programs such as Kansas Arts on Tour is a child’s only link/ opportunity to see live performing arts – want them to remember this so that they are raised in an atmosphere of creativity – encourage innovation
7. Difficulty finding additional funding sources in this economy
8. Economic development is a term important to elected officials – lawyers, small business owners, retailers
9. Some areas – including Finney County – have low incomes.  Difficult to tax this economic base to support the arts and local businesses are already supporting the bulk of community events
10.  Loss of artists – those who collect sales tax – who may move to other state
11.  Draw, retain, and create (grow our own) a local workforce
12. Studies demonstrate that the arts have an impact on individual growth, development, mental health, communicating with others.  Builds stronger people, communication, 
13. Develop a strong Public Relations strategy reinforcing value of the arts
14. We need to see and hear creativity to get inspired and have the opportunity to see, hear and touch live art
