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“Why are the arts important to my community?”

Emporia 
1. Involve thousands of children who would not be exposed to the arts, programs
2. Scholarships offered to children
3. Led to $7m in eco development in 5 years
4. Makes our world bigger – expands our life
5. Makes our world beautiful
6. Imagination – makes us a well rounded person, society
7. Greater appreciation for what artists do, education and training involved for different techniques and media (visual arts, dance, theatre, music)
8. Helps us understand humanity
9. Brings us joy
10. Opportunities for those who are no longer “professional” artists
11. Never too old for art
12. Gives community a voice – recognize a community by the art throughout a city.  Local art, local artists helps give a city an identity (and history, and path to the future)
13. Empowers a community.  Perceives ourselves of extraordinary abilities, particularly during difficult times. (Emporia)
14. Experience of founding communities (Swedish) – determined not to just eke out an existence: culture is part of each community.  Great value to art: this gives smaller communities fuller, richer lives – future success
15. Build connections with each other – social interaction, meeting people in our communities
16. Everything around us is created by an artist
17. Art fosters further creativity
18. Part of other disciplines, studies
19. Self esteem – the act of creating reinforces self actualization
20. Empowers us to be more creative, do more, try different things, builds confidence – this is important in children (start this at as young an age as possible)
21. Bringing people to a community – Emporia – this center brought a lot of people here who would not visit otherwise.  This was not an easy task but people want to see what this community has done.
22. Creates a community that embraces, accepts challenges
23. Art is not useful, but it speaks to us, connects us to prior generations/civilizations
24. Architecture is art and beauty and part our history/community/personal stories
25. Industrial arts are important, too, and beauty makes life more enjoyable
26. Important to attract/retain young professionals – arts do that
27. Instills a sense of community pride, public safety – can redirect deviant behavior into something creative
28. Part of family – raising kids, something we can enjoy as a family
29. ST message – it’s about money – the arts create more money for Kansas, positive return on investment.  Brings businesses to redeveloped areas, employment
30. Helps build cultural bridges = personal expression through the arts rather than destructive behavior
31. Easier to connect with people through the arts, non threatening venue.
32. Better and more ways to get people involved in the arts – particularly those who cannot afford it (or believe that they cannot).  Working with service organizations to make this happen – scholarships, events
33. Arts contribute to health
34. Arts are the most holistic form of learning
35. Arts are a basic form of communication
36. Arts are perceived as “fine arts” or “music” – but are much more than that – list of Jobs/Employment Opportunities in Creative Industries
37. The challenge is to re-educate / re-inform people to understand why the arts are beneficial to all Kansans – part of that is getting Kansans to PARTICIPATE in the arts.
38. (Ken Walker, St. Michael’s All Angels, Mission, KS)
