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ARTS

State arts group seeking contributions

By Don Steele
Dodge City Daily Globe

As the end of the year
approaches, it’s time to
think about charitable
contributions.

With the country still
struggling to climb out of
a recession, social service
agencies are called on to
provide more assistance
to those in need: food and
shelter and maybe a little
something extra to cel-
ebrate Christmas.

Arts agencies are like-
wise struggling to keep
their doors open and keep
programs available to ev-
eryone, especially in our
home on the range, where
the governor famously
fired the staff of the Kan-
sas Arts Commission and
vetoed its funding. His
action made Kansas the
only state in the union
with no public money for
the arts.

Kansas Citizens for the
Arts, an agency formed
about 10 years ago to ad-
vocate for public fund-
ing of the arts in Kansas,
was suddenly thrown into
the spotlight as the logi-
cal spearhead for raising

awareness of the impor-
tance of public funding
for the arts.

“Our mission didn’t re-
ally change, but our ac-
tivity did,” Sarah Fizell,
spokeswoman for Kan-
sas Citizens for the Arts,
said in a phone interview
Thursday.

According to Fizell, the
agency was not partic-
ularly active before the
governor’s actions.

“We had a volunteer
board and no staff until
the fall of 2010, when I
was hired part time,” Fi-
zell said.

Following the gutting of
the Kansas Arts Commis-
sion, Kansas Citizens for
the Arts’ email list grew
from 250 to over 8,000
people.

New budget
session

Kansas Citizens for the
Arts has a game plan for
the next legislative ses-
sion.

“Our plan is to get the
Legislature to put that
money back in the bud-
get,” Fizell said. “Given
the governor’s disinter-
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est in the issue and his
ideological opposition to
arts funding, we expect
a line-item veto again
this year, although he re-
cently indicated he might
be revisiting his position.
We don’t know what that
means.”

What is clear is that
the governor’s prediction
about federal arts funding
was mistaken.

Kansas Citizens for the
Arts warned the gover-
nor that no state funding
would also mean no fed-
eral funding. But Brown-
back argued that fund-
ing from the National
Endowment for the Arts
would not be contingent
on state dollars.

Fizell also pointed out
that the loss of state fund-
ing has hampered fund-
raising efforts across the
state.

“In many cases, there
were local matches in
place which were trig-
gered by the state funds,”
she said.

Fizell observes that
most local arts organi-
zations are not yet fac-
ing closure, but many
have cut back on events

which don’t create rev-
enue, meaning that only
those who can afford to
pay have access.

So for now, advocates
will focus on educating
legislators about the eco-
nomic impact of the arts
as well as the importance
of availability of the arts
in rural communities.

“We're a shoestring or-
ganization, but we intend
to keep the issue out there
in front of the Legislature.
They'’re beginning to real-
ize what that relatively
small pool of dollars ac-
complished in their com-
munities,” Fizell said.

Locally, the Depot The-
ater Company and the

Carnegie Center for the
Arts have both received
operational support fund-
ing from the Kansas Arts
Commission.

In 2008, three Ford
County agencies received
KAC funding: The Depot
received $8,088, Carn-
egie received $6,357 and
USD 459 Bucklin received
$2,000.

In 2011, the Depot re-
ceived $5,286 in opera-
tional support and $1,000
for an “American Master-
pieces” program.

Call for help

Kansas Citizens for the
Arts has recently asked its

constituency to consider
end-of-the-year contri-
butions to help with the
advocacy effort.

“We'll use everything we
can to help educate legis-
lators and keep the issue
out there,” Fizell said.

The goal is to get fund-
ing for the arts back in the
Kansas budget and avoid
a line-item veto by the
gOVernor.

For more information,
to become a member or to
make a contribution, visit
the organization’s Web
site at www.kansasarts.
org. Donations may also
be made by sending a
check to PO Box 733,
Salina, KS 67402.

Wa

DODGE CITY
DENTAL CARE

TEETH WHITENING FOR ONLY

Gift Certificates Available
2300 NORTH 14TH AVE, SUITE 202 « DODGE CITY, KS 67801

620.225.2650 * 800.2/9.8542

Appointments available Monday through Friday

¢, THE GIFT OF

Cosmetic + Family Valid only for the month of December

coupons avallable.

BUY 9, RECEIVE
THE 10™ FREE!

DODGE CITY'S ONLY CAR WASH THAT
WASHES YOUR VEHICLE BY HAND!

WE HAVE BEEN HAND WASHING CARS FOR OVER 15 YEARS.

PLAZA
CAR WASH

ok
@h}ﬂgm G.ﬂ- and's

by the box

1 Present this flyer and you will receive
l

$190

Study Bible .~ E,

INIIEAINPIE e

1711 NORTH 14™  DODGE CITY THE BEST HAND WASH '
th ) 1t 0 o, ]
or fheoc:r:;e; (2{01’45 G&WS:;(" anhe Coupon explll’e': nggr? 1GEO1C2ITY I\,]Dag\‘:lend gtp pdl legt-:;:;;‘n : '
'ﬂ.‘y udyyaBibk1e)
$15.00 / Y
s
JoIN Us FOR DINNER & THEATRE 4y g =i,
BEGIN YOUR FUN WITH ONE “/H,{:“,F e 3
OF OUR THREE DINING EXPERIENCES SO 15
AND THEN ENJOY... < AR e N Shop our .
RN N Chld ’ Bibles
BARBARA ROBONSON’S g Harens & Covers
THE BEST CHRISTMAS fBOCCng Books
or Christmas
PAGEANT EVER > [/ CDs
. | We have Nativity Sets
Mugs
Teddy s
FripAy, DEcC. 16 & SATURDAY, DEC. 17 Jewelry
DINNER AT 6:00 PM PERFORMANCE AT 7:30 PM Bea 'S Neckties

SunpAy, DEc. 18 2:30 pMm
DESSERT AT 2:30 PM PERFORMANCE AT 3:30 PM

that recite part
of Luke chapter 2

TICKETS ARE A SUGGESTED DONATION OF $10
ArLL ProceeDs SurrorRT FCC GO! Mi1ssioN Trips

Free Wall Caa
- FirsT CHRISTIAN CHURCH L e
ith h B =
“At THE TOP OF BooT HILL” g FI::J;cease C h ris t ian
7 ST A ciftwrap  Book House

i T
OR TICKETS OR MORE INFORMATION
CALL (620) 227-8686 OR Monday—Saturday 9:00 am to 5:30 pm

VISIT WWW.FCCDC.COM Keep Your Business Local
5 See These & More Gifts At Christian Book House

620-227-2772
Second Ave & Spruce Street, Dodge City, KS




